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Abstract:

This study examines the sustainability of water security in light of
the growing pressures on global water resources, the increasing
impacts of climate change, the rising demand for water, and the
escalation of disputes over shared water resources. Water security is
regarded as a fundamental pillar for achieving human security,
sustainable development, and economic and environmental stability.
Water security refers to the protection of available water resources and
ensuring their sufficient quantity and quality to meet diverse human
needs through sound management, efficient use, protection from
pollution and depletion, the development of existing water resources,
and the exploration of new conventional and non-conventional water
sources to ensure their sustainability for present and future
generations.

The study aims to clarify the conceptual framework of international
water security, analyze the development of international water law
from customary rules to international conventions, identify the major
legal, political, economic, environmental, and security challenges that
hinder the sustainability of water security, examine the impact of
armed conflicts and climate change on worsening water crises, and
assess the role of legal and institutional mechanisms in addressing
these challenges. The Tigris and Euphrates river basins are presented
as a regional case study illustrating the legal and practical challenges
associated with the management of transboundary water resources.

The findings reveal that, despite the progressive development of
international water law, the existing legal framework still suffers from
shortcomings due to the general nature of many legal rules and the

absence of effective binding and enforcement mechanisms, thereby



limiting 1its capacity to achieve sustainable management of
international water resources. The study also finds that the limited
accession to the Y41V United Nations Convention, together with the
predominance of political considerations and narrow national interests
over the principles of equitable and reasonable utilization and
international cooperation, has contributed significantly to the
persistence and complexity of transboundary water disputes.

The study concludes by recommending the strengthening of the
binding nature of international water law, expanding accession to and
effective implementation of the Y34V United Nations Convention,
establishing joint institutions for the management of international river
basins, enhancing the legal protection of the human right to water and
water infrastructure, integrating climate change considerations into
national and international water policies, and developing effective
international monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. These measures
would contribute to achieving equitable and sustainable water resource
management while promoting regional and international cooperation

to ensure long-term water security.
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