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Abstract

The Iraqi foreign policy has faced several changes since 1921 due to
the drastic changes that the Iraqi State experienced, particularly its political
regimes and the nature of their orientations, objectives, and foreign policy.
The new foreign policy demarcates and delineates the characteristics of the
Iraqi policy principally after 2003. It causes regional and international
interventions that fulfill their political and economic interests at the expense
of Iraq. These interventions implement the elements of the geographical
neighborhood to achieve their goals, and therefore, they passively influence
the Iraqi foreign policy both regionally and internationally.

This thesis aims to determine the Iraqi current and future foreign
policy towards the neighboring countries in line with the requirements for
advancement and political influence via a comprehensive realization of the
Iraqi geographical basis and capabilities. By so doing, Iraq will adopt an
appropriate political decision given the geographical basis is geostrategic
and shares a common spatial extension with the neighboring countries. The
variation in the geographical nature of Iraq and the neighboring countries,
whether natural, demographic, or economic, results in the variation of power
and influence acquisition. The geopolitical analysis of the foreign political
behavior, which is determined by identifying the strength and the nature of
its use, the weaknesses and how to address it according to the scope of
power analysis, and the geopolitical comparison with neighboring countries,
aims primarily to disclose the extent of interaction that takes place in the
geographical basis, regional, and international variables, on the one hand,
and the foreign policy of Iraq towards the neighboring countries on the
other.

The thesis concludes that the impact and activity of the diplomatic
performance of the Iraqi foreign policy, in the foreseeable or distant future
on the regional political arena, is valuable when the imposition is
diminished. This can be achieved if the appropriate conditions for political
stability are secured, and the employment of the pillars of power and
influence is maintained. Further, Iraq should adopt a strategic vision to
rationalize the process of making foreign political decisions. Consequently,
this vision results in a comprehensive realization of the geographical
capabilities of the State, and the identification as well as the adaptation of
the appropriate means to achieve goals.
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