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ABSTRACT

Caricatures are effective visual communication that combines
creativity and humor to express social, political, and cultural concerns. They shape
public opinion, from satirical 18th-century pictures to editorial cartoons in modern
media. The current study provides a semio-pragmatic analysis of the English
caricatures of different topics. The problem of this study is that comprehensive
research is scarce on the pragmatic and semiotic aspects of caricatures, such as
their interactive strategies, cultural signification, and sociopolitical impact, and
how caricatures work as effective tools of persuasion, satire, and social
commentary. Moreover, studying pragmatic and semiotic features of caricatures is
critical for deciphering how these visual texts transmit meaning, engage viewers,
and impact public debate. The study seeks to provide answers to the following key
questions: How do caricaturists form the meanings of their art? What are the
responses that the artists expect, how do readers of caricature arrive at the designed
meaning of the caricature, what are the speech acts most commonly used in the
English caricatures? What are the types of implicature used by the English
caricaturists? And what Grice's maxims do they violate? The study aims at: 1)
explore how caricature artists form the meaning of their arts? And the responses
they expect? 2) know how caricature readers figure out the designed meaning in
order to arrive at the perlocutionary (force) of the caricature. To achieve the aims
of the study, the study hypothesizes that pragmatic and semiotic aspects are
important in interpreting and understanding caricatures, that the ideas included in
the texts and images of the caricatures are interpreted and understood differently
by different readers, that caricatures use visual signs and caricature strategies to
communicate and criticize political beliefs and social concerns in a particular
community. The data used in this study have been selected from Wisconsin State



Journal, Daily Journal, the Daily Courier, the Daily Cartoonists website and
Cartoon Stock website. It included all caricature fields. Concerning the data
analysis, an eclectic model has been used. It makes use of Riera's (2020) semiotic
model and Leech's (1983) and Searle’s (1979) classifications, as well as the types

of implicatures used by the caricaturists and Grice’s maxims.

The study finds out that 40% of the English caricatures have the
illocutionary function collaboration, as well as 70% of them have particularized
conversational implicature, and 40% of them have flouted the maxim of manner.
The conclusions show that semiotic and pragmatic aspects are important in
interpreting and understanding caricatures; semiotics provides a framework for
comprehending how signs and symbols generate meaning in a variety of
circumstances. On the other hand, pragmatic analysis sheds insight into the
context-dependent meanings and interpretative processes between the caricaturist,
the artwork, and the audience, by underlining the critical importance of common
knowledge, cultural references, and situational elements. We may know the
underlying meanings and cultural norms that affect our view of the world by
studying semiotics and pragmatics. Caricatures elicit diverse reactions and
emotions through perlocutionary acts, using visual and symbolic elements based on
recipients' backgrounds, perspectives, or cultural context. They convey deeper
meanings and relationships, often involving cultural, political, or contextual

allusions.
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