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Vagueness refers to the form of expression that has an open range of
interpretations. Certainly, a research paper begins with an abstract. The
abstract should be a self-contained piece of information, clear, concise,
brief, comprehensive, precise and to the point. The problem of the present
study is that there are reasons behind using vague words or expressions in
writing research abstracts. The main aim of the current study is identifying
vagueness in research abstracts used by researchers. To achieve this, it is
hypothesized that: research writers of Iraqi academic journals are not aware
of vague words or expressions in writing abstracts, which leads to vague
interpretations of sentences.

To verify the hypothesis, the researcher has analysed eighteen
abstracts following Kempson’s (1977) model of vagueness. The model is
based on four types of vagueness: referential vagueness, indeterminacy of
meaning, lack of specification in the meaning of an item and disjunction in
the specification of the meaning of an item. However, recourse is also made
to Coates’s (2013) model of hedges. The abstracts are taken from “College
of Basic Education Researches Journal”, Iraq; “AL-Kitab Journal for Pure
Sciences”, Iraq and “AL-Kitab Journal for Human Sciences”, Iraq before
being reviewed and published.

The study shows that the researchers have used 102 cases of
vagueness for the sample of the study. Referential vagueness scored the

highest percentage (52.94%), lack of specification in the meaning of an item
I



(28.43%), indeterminacy of meaning (17.64%), hedges (0.99%), and finally,
no cases of disjunction in the specification of the meaning of an item were
found.

The analysis also shows that the primary cause of including vague
expressions in the analysed abstracts is that researchers are not aware of such
vagueness due to the lack in the use of knowledge in such expressions which

verify the research hypothesis.
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