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Abstract

The rapid development of communication and information
technologies has created a vast digital space that has become one of the
most prominent arenas for expression and the exchange of opinions and
ideas. However, this space is no longer limited to positive uses; rather, it
has evolved into a fertile environment for the spread of various negative
phenomena, most notably hate speech. Hate speech refers to all forms of
verbal, written, or digital expression that involve contempt, insult,
discrimination, or incitement against an individual or group based on
religion, ethnicity, nationality, sectarian affiliation, or other identity-
related characteristics.

The widespread use of social networking platforms and digital media
has significantly increased the ability of hate speech to reach large
audiences within short periods of time. This expansion has been facilitated
by the technical features of the digital environment, including the rapid
dissemination of content, the ease of sharing and reposting information,
and the challenges associated with monitoring and controlling online
communications. Consequently, hate speech poses growing threats to
social peace and coexistence among individuals and communities, in
addition to causing violations of human dignity and fundamental rights and
freedoms.

The legal challenge of hate speech in the digital space stems from the
absence of a unified and universally accepted legal definition at both the
international and national levels. Furthermore, there are considerable
differences among legal systems regarding the regulation of hate speech,
the scope of criminalization, and the legal liability arising from it. Many
legal frameworks still lack specialized provisions that directly address
digital hate speech or suffer from legislative shortcomings that fail to keep
pace with rapid technological developments and the emerging challenges
related to regulating digital content and holding perpetrators accountable.
Therefore, hate speech in the digital space has become a contemporary
legal issue that requires further legal study and theoretical grounding in
light of the accelerating digital transformations occurring worldwide and
their implications for individuals and societies.
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