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Abstract

Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, who taught by the pen and
distributed provisions among His servants, and He was just in what He
distributed. Indeed, the science of jurisprudence is the most noble and
important of the sciences, and it is the one that is specific to Muslims
over other religions. The Prophet, may God bless him and grant him
peace, urged the learning of jurisprudence and linked that to goodness
in this world and the hereafter. The science of jurisprudence of worship
is not specific to a particular individual, nor is it specific to a scholar
rather than an uneducated person. Rather, it is specific to all Muslims,
and they are all required to learn it and teach it, so that a generation
may emerge that is educated in the jurisprudence of its religion and not
ignorant of the obligations of God Almighty and what He has

commanded.



Sharh Multaqa al-Abhur by Shams al-Din Muhammad Afandi al-Halabi
(d. 1104 AH) — From the Beginning of the Manuscript to the End of the
Chapter on the Adhan: A Study, Review, and Commentary

By: Omar Jassim Mohammed
Abstract:

Kitab al-Taharah (The Book of Purification) and its subsequent chapters and
sections are considered among the most important topics in Islamic jurisprudence.
These rulings pertain to an act of worship that is the key to prayer and the pillar of
the religion. The legal texts from the Quran and Sunnah emphasize the obligation
of purification, outlining its conditions, pillars, and nullifiers. The benefit of these
rulings is not limited to the individual; rather, they are a vital daily necessity for
every Muslim, male and female, to perform their acts of worship correctly
according to the Hanafi school and other schools of Islamic jurisprudence.

To contribute to the dissemination and understanding of the jurisprudence related
to purification, this study focuses on the critical edition of a manuscript that
represents one of the important commentaries on the book "Multaga al-Abhur" in
Hanafi jurisprudence. My work in this critical edition begins with the manuscript's
introduction, proceeds through the entire Book of Purification, and concludes with
the beginning of the Book of Prayer and the chapter on the Adhan.

The importance of this topic stems from its connection to purification, a
fundamental condition for the validity of prayer. A specialist in the jurisprudence
of purification is a crucial reference for people, guiding them in addressing intricate
issues such as the rulings concerning water, natural blood, and impurities. This
commentary elaborates on the precision of the Hanafi school of thought in dealing
with matters of purification, supporting it with legal evidence and comparing it with
the opinions of other schools of Islamic jurisprudence.

After the scholarly journey of editing this part of the manuscript, | arrived at
important conclusions and recommendations, including:



1. The commentator—may God have mercy on him—frequently cited Quranic
verses and Prophetic hadiths, offering guidance and sound reasoning on the issues
of purification, its conditions, and its rulings.

2. This commentary compiles many of the opinions of the imams of the Hanafi
school (such as Imam Abu Hanifa, Abu Yusuf, Muhammad, and Zufar), to which the
author added much. He was not merely a transmitter, but a scholar adept at
handling sources, summarizing when necessary, elaborating when required, and
weighing evidence.

3. The author's writing style varies between simplicity and clarity, and depth that
requires careful analysis, especially in complex matters such as the rulings on blood
(Menstruation, post-partum bleeding, and lochia) and the rulings on water.

4. He did not limit himself to mentioning the opinions of scholars of his own Hanafi
school, but also included the opinions of imams of other schools, such as Imam
Malik, Imam Shafi'i, and Imam Ahmad, to illustrate differences and provide
comparisons.

5. He was a free critic of scholars' opinions, scientific in his research and discussions,
moderate in his positions, and utilized auxiliary sciences such as language and
grammar to arrive at sound legal conclusions. The book is considered one of the
richest references written on the details of the chapters on purification with such
comprehensiveness, making it an important reference in comparative
jurisprudence.

6. The hadiths mentioned by the author vary in authenticity, including sound, good,
and weak. In our research department, we traced them back to their original
sources and determined their degree of authenticity, in addition to attributing the
statements and texts to their respective authors.
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