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Abstract

Many researchers have emphasized on the importance of second
language learners' errors. The problem that the study deals with is that
most university students make many grammatical errors; notably, in their
conversations and that could prevent students from delivering their
massages. The current study aims at investigating the most common
grammatical errors made by Iraqi EFL learners at the Department of
English, College of Education for Humanities, University of Mosul, for
the academic year 2021-2022. The study focuses on the grammatical
errors to identify the most frequent grammatical errors made in
conversations. It is an attempt to find out whether there are differences
between the first and third-year students in terms of grammatical errors
and explains the sources of these errors as well. To achieve those aims,
interviews and spot-the-difference tasks are used as a source for data
collection. The sample of the study consists of (60) participants at the
Department of English, College of Education for Humanities, University
of Mosul. The participants are selected randomly from the population.
As for data analysis, the grammatical errors are categorized into seven
different types adopted from Nelson & Chun (2004). The errors are then
described in light of Corder's (1973) classification, namely omission,
addition, misordering, and selection. Richard’s classification (1971) was
applied in the explanation of errors. The findings show that the most
common grammatical errors made by Iraqi EFL learners in conversation
are related to verb tense. It is also concluded that there are some
differences between the first and third years since the latter are more
proficient than the earlier in some areas (verb tense, preposition, verb
agreement, sentence structure). Regarding the sources of errors, both
interlingual and intralingual are the factors behind these grammatical

errors. Based on such findings and conclusions, teachers should give
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more attention to verb tense and raise the learners' awareness of the
effects of grammar rules on conversation in order to minimize language

interference.
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