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Abstract

This study investigates the different address forms used by Mosuli
speakers and the socio-cultural rules that govern address usage in
daily conversation in Mosuli Arabic. A socio-pragmatic approach is
adopted in this study by using semi-structured interviews to collect
data from 80 patrticipants in English Department, College of
Education for Humanities, University of Mosul. The selection of the
participants is based on four variables, via: age, gender,
educational status and marital status. In this study, two theoretical
frameworks are selected as a model of analysis namely: the
communication accommodation theory (1987) and the power and
solidarity theory of Brown and Gilman (1968). The study finds that
Mosuli speakers use different address forms and that the most
predominant forms are the kinship terms or its varieties. The age
and status are the most effecting determiners of address choice in

Mosul society.

In addition, the study finds out that speakers use the different
forms to accommodate their addressees and politeness is found
greatly embodied in many address forms that are used by Mosuli

speakers.
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