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Abstract

Reading is an interactive mental process. Through reading,
individuals interact with orthographic characters to gain meaning and
provide input to the brain mental decoding system so as to fuel

comprehension constantly.

Language learning strategies comprise all the strategies pertinent to
the four language skills. Reading strategies form a crucial resource that
facilitates comprehension while reading. They are learnable task oriented
tactics that can represent mental activities verbally. To be more specific,
Second and/or Foreign language reading strategies have attracted
researchers who have proposed different methods to elicit and measure
these strategies as they can reveal the mysterious psychological activity

and tell much about it.

The present study is concerned with reporting the reading strategies
that Iraqi candidates use while engaged in the Reading Section of the
International English Language Testing System (IELTS); one of the most
popular and widely accepted and trusted English language Tests. As a
brand, IELTS is conducted jointly by the British Council, Cambridge
University, and IDP Australia.

The current study attempts to identify the strategy patterns adopted
by the high achievers on the test compared to those adopted by low
achievers. Accordingly, A Reading Test Strategy Survey (RTSS) was
first developed on the basis of Oxford’s Strategy Inventory of Language
Learning (SILL)(1990), and then piloted for reliability check to receive
0.879; i.e. it was reliable. 166 Iraqi IELTS test takers from Baghdad
Center participated in the present study. The Results demonstrate

differences in strategy use patterns between the two groups; gender has



been proved to be of no effect on strategy use within the Iraqi context;
and that reading section is the most competitive skill for Iraqi IELTS
takers. Added to that, 70% of the sample of the present research

pinpointed time pressure as the main factor that negatively affects their

performance. Lastly, the results show no correlation between language

proficiency and strategy use among Iraqi IELTS testees.
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