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The Grammatical Components of Connection and Separation in the
Two Commentaries on Al-Qatr and Al-Shudhur by Ibn Hisham Al-
(Ansari (d. 761 AH

Abstract

This study embarked on a comprehensive investigation and
thorough examination of the Syntactic Separator (al-Fasil al-Nahwt)
and its morphological (inflectional) and structural (syntactic) effect.
The researcher found no singular, dedicated study on this topic—a
notable gap given the extensive research and analysis previously
dedicated to other syntactic subjects. Nevertheless, the term Disjunction
(al-Fasl) and its derivatives, in its grammatical sense, were found
disseminated across the works of classical grammarians in diverse
contexts. Through close reading, the researcher deduced the potential
presence of a syntactic disjunction/separator connecting the
grammatical components—sometimes identified by its explicit term,
and other times by its implicit meaning, inferred from related terms such
as linking (ratbh), association (irtibaf), predication (isnad), succession
(mutaba'ah), subordination (ta'lig), and comprehension (fahm).
Consequently, the study isolated certain manifestations of Disjunction
and Conjunction from grammatical texts, purified the raw material, and
specialized its focus. This led to the conclusion that the foundational
principle among syntactic components is Conjunction (al-Wasl), with
Disjunction (al-Fasl) presenting as an occasional factor applied to it.
Thus, this study focuses on Conjunction as observed through the

perspective of Disjunction.



The early masters—including Sibawayh, Al-Zamakhshari, Ibn
Hisham, Ibn Malik, and Ibn al-Hajib—demonstrated significant
attention to these two phenomena, incorporating them extensively in their
works and relying on evidence from the Holy Qur'an, the Noble
Prophetic Tradition, and classical Arabic poetry, owing to the
syntactic, semantic, and rhetorical dimensions these phenomena

simultaneously encompass.

Hence derives the significance of this study, which seeks to analyze the
phenomenon of Conjunction and Disjunction in light of the views of
grammarians and rhetoricians, uncovering their secrets, elucidating their
effect on the structure of the Arabic sentence, and highlighting their
value in enriching texts and achieving coherence among their constituent

parts.

Conjunction and Disjunction are thus among the most prominent
syntactic and rhetorical issues that have preoccupied scholars both ancient
and modern, given their profound impact on the construction of texts,
the formulation of structures, and the specification of intended
meanings (dalalat) by the speaker. The Arabic language, characterized
by its precision and rigor, has rendered the matter of linking and
associating clauses—or their separation—an art form within the methods

of expression.

This syntactic exploration of the two phenomena, Conjunction and
Disjunction, reveals that the default in Arabic discourse is Conjunction,
and Disjunction is its exception. Therefore, any explicit verbal barrier
constitutes severance (gat’) and Disjunction. Conjunction can also be
conceptual (ma'nawiyyan), such as the relationship between a verb and its

subject (fa'il). The fundamental principle holds that the subject should be
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conjoined to the verb, while the object should be disjoined from it.
Furthermore, Conjunction may be mediated by a pronounced connective
(wasil) such as the Prepositions (huraf al-jarr), which were named as
such because they convey the meanings of verbs to nouns, thus
conjoining them. The early scholars’ concept of the conjunction and
cohesion of Arabic discourse is studied by modern researchers under the
framework of linking and association relations. It must be noted that
every instance of conjunction (wasl) is a linking (rath), but not every
linking is conjunction; sometimes preposition or postposition occurs
between syntactic components, causing them to lose conjunction while

remaining interlinked and coherent.

The study further demonstrated that the Disjunction between syntactic
components, governed by its rules and effects, was disseminated across
the works of early grammarians within diverse subjects. Ibn Jinni states:
"Generally speaking, the stronger the connection between the two parts,
the uglier their separation becomes." This separator/disjoiner may be
extraneous (ajnabiyyan) or non-extraneous. There are separators that
affect the syntactic function and are contrasted by non-affecting
separators, which allow for greater expansion than others. Additionally,
the governing element (al-'amil) may be strong enough that the presence
of a separator between it and its governed element (ma'miil) does not
affect its function, contrasted by the weak governing element whose
function is affected by the separator's presence. Finally, there is a set of
correlative syntactic pairs whose relationship is only evident through
their correlation, and thus they were not separated for fear of losing the

indicator of correlation (garinah al-talazum).

The research concluded that the study of this phenomenon is not limited

to the syntactic aspect alone; rather, it extends to rhetorical and
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