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Urban Portals as Definers of City Identity
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Abstract:

The Concept of The Urban Portals i1s regarded as one of the
contemporary concepts in the field of urban design,however,it has ancient
historical roots within the process of city formation,as it is a development
of the cities gates in ancient times.Many factors contribute in the
emersion of this concept including the industrial and technological
revolution caused in enormous changes in means of transportation and the
invention of new building types whose functions are being portals to
enter urban settlements.These buildings are represented by
terminals,railway ststions and airports.

This research tries to shed light on such types of buildings,by
reviewing the general concepts associated with them and their design
considerations with a concentration on one of the expressive side,that is
their role in reflecting the identity of the city to which they belong,since
the issue of identity has gained a great deal of attention in architectural
proposition with a various strategies that the architects adopt to express
the identity of place and each according to his particular vision.

The previous studies on urban portals did not deal with this important
aspect within the process of designing these portals,and their participation
in conveying a mental image of the city including its
historical,cultural,and physical dimension,and due to the limited domain
of the research,so it is confined to the terminal buildings in airports as a
case study.These buildings possess design and construction particularity
in addition to the massive growth in air transport in recent decades as it is
the most rapid and developed means of transportation.

The research represents an attempt to undestand the method of
expressing the city identity in terminal buildings by extracting
vocabularies that contribute in the creation of the city identity in both its
natural and physical asperts, and examining the method of a utilizing,
These vocabularies with a sample selected according to certain criteria,as
well as testing the impact of the visual perception.The research reached a
set of findings that showed the extent of the impact of various
vocabularies,especially those associated with the local architectural
heritage,in expressing the city identity within terminal building with an



indiction of the impact of the design strategies particularity with a focus
on the strategy of transformation and diversification. As well as the effect
of the terminal itself on the realizing of these elements.



