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Abstract

Poverty in the Novel Midaq Alley by Naguib Mahfouz
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Poverty 1s considered one of the harshest conditions faced by
societies, varying from one region to another. Among its most dangerous
forms is material poverty, which alters human nature across different social
groups and compels individuals to engage in actions that contradict moral and
humanitarian values. Therefore, humanitarian organizations and sustainable
development initiatives have worked to reduce poverty rates. With the
expansion of modern and contemporary critical perspectives, and scholars’
increasing interest in sustainable development—at the forefront of which is
poverty—this phenomenon has become a significant subject in recent studies
and analyses.

In the novel Midaq Alley, poverty represents the primary driving
force behind the narrative events. The two main characters, Hamida and
Abbas Al-Hilou, live in the same neighborhood and share similar suffering,
prompting them to seek escape from their harsh living conditions. Hamida
chooses to flee her reality and social position, resorting to a deviant path that
leads her into broader and more intense experiences shaped by poverty.

Meanwhile, Abbas Al-Hilou lives in conditions no better than
Hamida’s, which drives him to join the British army, sacrificing many of his
values in an attempt to overcome his economic and social circumstances.
These developments reveal the nature of the factors affecting Midaq Alley
and society as a whole, particularly the transformations impacting families,
individuals, cultures, professions, and the forms of dominance exercised
within a poverty-stricken environment. Thus, the choice of the title “Poverty
in Midaq Alley” stems from a conscious understanding of the narrative
structure of the novel.
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The research plan consists of an introduction and three chapters.
The introduction addresses poverty conceptually and theoretically, followed
by a discussion of sociology—its concept, its relationship with literature and
the novel, and its methodology—then a brief biography of the distinguished
novelist Naguib Mahfouz.

Chapter One: titled “Class Structure in Midaq Alley,” includes three
sections: the alley as a closed space of the lower class, poor characters, and
power relations within the impoverished class.

Chapter Two: titled “Poverty and Social Identity,” examines how poverty
shapes individual identity, character transformations resulting from poverty,
and issues of belonging and social escape.

Chapter Three: titled “Mechanisms of Living under Poverty,” discusses
social solidarity, simple crafts and marginal professions, and the cultural
values produced by poverty.

This thesis adopts a comprehensive analytical approach, grounded
in the significance and specificity of the subject matter, as well as the
diversity of themes across its sections. Particular attention is given to
language and its tools, as it serves as the primary medium through which the
study is conveyed.
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