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A Gender-Based Study of Thematic Progression in Students’ Essays

Abstract
Prof. Mazin Fawzi Ahmed (PhD) Ehsan Esam Ghazi

Thematic progression is the structuring of information through linking themes
and rhemes in a clause or a sentence to those of surrounding clauses or sentences.
The problem of the study lies in the lack of understanding of how gender might
influence thematic progression strategies employed by students in their essays. The
gap lies in how students approach this concept. By focusing on the potential effect
of gender the present study delves into a less explored area that could have
significant implications for writing instruction, and fills a current gap in knowledge,
in addition to potentially contributing valuable insights for those seeking to improve
writing across gender. This study Identifies and analyzes the distinct thematic
progression patterns employed by male and female essay writers at the university
level. The study aims to analyze the impact of gender on the development of ideas
among students in their writings. To achieve these aims, the study hypothesizes that,
firstly, male and female students exhibit different thematic progression patterns in
their essays. Secondly, male students are more likely to use linear and direct
thematic patterns, whereas female students tend to use more thematic chains and
topic shifts. The data consist of 100 essays collected for this study from the students
of University of Mosul, College of Basic Education. The model of the study is an
eclectic one taken from Eggins (2004) and Braun and Clark (2006) which is include
seven thematic progression patterns. The findings of the study show that the most
frequent pattern used by males and females is thematic breaks (267 times), (119
times ) for males, and (148 times) for females, which indicates a clear separation
between ideas and gives different perspectives before returning to the central idea,
then comes re-iteration constant theme used (244 times), (139 times) for males, and
(105 times) for females, which depends on circles back to a central concept, and

emphasizes a core message throughout the essay. Finally, it is concluded that males



prioritize assertiveness and directness, while females emphasize collaboration and
emotional connection. The huge disparity between patterns used and repeating the
same points about the theme without offering new insights or perspectives shows

the lack of knowledge about thematic progression patterns on the part of students.
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