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Abstract

Epistemic modality indicates the means by which speakers’ express
judgement on the truth of the proposition they utter. That is, epistemic
modality is used to make a judgement about the possibility or necessity of
the proposition. To do so, speakers use a wide range of markers whether
lexical or non-lexical, lexical markers can be modal verbs, lexical verbs,
adjectives, adverbs and nouns that are used to qualify a categorical assertion
and imply uncertainty. Epistemic modality is a means to achieve a rhetorical

strategy called hedging.

This study is an attempt to investigate the use of epistemic modality
by conducting a comparative study between literary and scientific texts.
Since the majority of previous works focus only on scientific texts and on
certain kind of epistemic modality markers namely epistemic modal verbs,
this study sheds light on another genre i.e. Literary texts as well as other

kinds of epistemic modality markers.

The model adopted for conducting the present study is Vold’s (2006)
according to which the data were collected and analyzed with some
modification. Vold focuses her attention on the most frequent markers while
this study tackles all of the epistemic markers found in the corpus.
Nevertheless, Vold’s model seems the most adequate for the purpose of this
study since Vold focuses her attention on epistemic modality and takes into
consideration all of the instances of epistemic modality markers rather than
focusing on a previously identified set of markers. Furthermore, Vold makes

use of some helpful tests in cases of polysemy.



Data used for this study consists of eleven research papers that have
been published between 2016 and 2017, comprising 81,150 words. Six of
the research papers are scientific constituting 40,514 words and five are
literary constituting 40,636 words. Each one of the eleven research papers is

taken from a different discipline.

The results of the study show that literary articles use epistemic
modality more than scientific papers do. However, certain markers tend to
be preferred by each genre. Thus may, suggest, approximately, possible,
expected and assumption are more frequent in scientific papers while might,
would, argue, perhaps, possible, common and possibility are more common
in literary papers. Moreover, the scientific papers tend to make slightly
stronger claims than the literary papers do probably due to the fact that
literary writings tend to be less absolute unlike scientific writings which are

concerned with relatively more concrete information.
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