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Abstract

This study addresses a topic of significant gravity and importance,
namely the crime of starving civilians during armed conflicts, as one of
the gravest violations that undermine the fundamental human rights to
life, dignity, and food security. This crime is explicitly prohibited under
international humanitarian law due to its catastrophic impacts on the lives
and safety of civilians. Field events in the Gaza Strip following the
incidents of October 7, 2023, have revealed systematic policies adopted
by the Israeli entity, employing starvation as a weapon of war against the
civilian population. Such policies included imposing a severe blockade,
destroying vital infrastructure, and targeting humanitarian aid, resulting in

depriving civilians of essential necessities such as food, medicine, and

water, and creating an unprecedented humanitarian crisis.

The crime of starving civilians represents one of the unlawful
means of warfare during armed conflicts and falls under the scope of
international crimes stipulated in the Geneva Conventions, the Additional
Protocols, and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. It
may be classified as a war crime, a crime against humanity, or even
genocide in certain circumstances where specific intent and criminal
purpose are established. This study reveals the severe implications of
such practices, not only from a legal perspective but also in terms of their
humanitarian, security, and moral dimensions, as they constitute a

flagrant breach of international treaties and ethical obligations prohibiting

the targeting of civilians or depriving them of basic means of survival.

The study emphasizes the urgent need to activate international
accountability mechanisms to prosecute perpetrators of the crime of

starvation, and to support legal and human rights efforts in documenting
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such violations and ensuring that perpetrators do not escape punishment.
It also highlights the importance of strengthening the role of international
humanitarian law and the provisions of Islamic Sharia, which explicitly
prohibit such actions, in protecting civilians from starvation as a weapon
of war, and in establishing the principles of justice and equity,
particularly in the Palestinian context, which serves as a stark example of

systematic human rights violations.
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