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Abstract

This study investigates the pragmatic use of diminutives in Arabic and
English literary works to uncover their linguistic and cultural significance in
dramatic discourse. Diminutives, which are linguistic forms denoting smallness,
affection, or endearment, hold a prominent place in both Arabic and English
language and culture, serving various communicative functions. This study
investigates how authors strategically employ diminutives to convey meanings,
evoke emotions, and shape character interactions. The selected literary works used
as data include "Antarah," "Majnoon Layla," "Qhambeez," "Princess of
Andalusia," "The Great Ali Bek" by Shawqi, "Dustin Baby" by Wilson, "Little
Women" by Alcott, "Harry the Dirty Dog" by Zion, "Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland" by Carroll, "Charlotte’s Web" by White, and "Death of a Salesman"
by Miller. This study adopts qualitative analysis to identify diminutives in
character speeches, documenting and categorizing them through content analysis.
The analysis investigates the contextual use, communicative effects, and cultural
connotations of diminutives. By examining diminutives’ forms and meaning in
extracts, this research uncovers patterns that shed light on authors’ stylistic choices
and the socio-cultural context in which their works are created. Approaching
diminutives from a pragmatic perspective enhances our understanding of the
interplay between language, culture, and dramatic artistry. The textual analysis
reveals that diminutives in literary works serve as strategic tools, particularly in
romantic contexts, amplifying emotional expression and character connections,
conveying both positive and negative emotions. These linguistic devices enrich
literary works by reflecting cultural norms, societal hierarchies, and character

depth.
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