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Design Characteristics of Mosques' Expansion

Modern Mosques in Mosul — A Case Study

Dr. Hassan Mahmood Kasim Ali Faris Younis
hassan.kasim@uomosul.edu.igq ali.20enp135@student.uomosul.edu.iq
Abstract:

The identity of Islamic cities is clearly evident in their mosques, which
are characterized by their continuous and stable function at all times,
represented by prayer and other related activities. The mosque is a multi-
functional entity, which calls for the functional need for its expansion as a result
of the increase in the number of worshipers. The increasing interest in the
expansion of the chapels of the mosques and their orientations needs to clarify
the concept of expansion and the terms synonymous with it driven by its
reasons and types and its impact on the elements of the mosque in terms of
prayer spaces, mosque service spaces and community service spaces.
Comprehensive construction systems, building materials, how to connect, and
legal determinants represented in the controls, guidelines, and standards for
the expansion of the chapel. Through previous studies and the historical and
architectural description of the historical mosques in various countries of the
Islamic world, this phenomenon has been rooted in Islamic architecture. And
when looking at multiple samples from the mosques of the city of Mosul, on
which the phenomenon of chapel expansion was applied, it becomes clear to
us that the research problem is represented in the lack of clarity of the
architectural characteristics used in the expansion of the chapels of modern
mosques in the city of Mosul, and the extent to which they take into account
the functional and formative aspects, with the absence of an appropriate method
to assess the quality of their expansion. While the study aims to reveal the
architectural characteristics represented by the functional and formative features
used in the expansion of the chapels of the modern mosques in the city of
Mosul and to find a measure to assess the quality of their expansion
represented by the modern mosques of the city as a case study, while striving
to provide an appropriate mechanism that directs the expansion works of these
mosques by working to activate The service participation of the relevant
departments in decision—making from the architectural and urban side, and an
integrated understanding of this phenomenon and the possibility of investing



this participation in the development of these mosques. The study assumes
the existence of architectural characteristics represented by the functional and
formative features used in the expansion of the chapels of the modern mosques
in the city of Mosul, and their quality can be evaluated in a practical way. The
expansion works in the chapels of the modern mosques of the city of Mosul is
a multi-level problem in light of the spread of the use of light materials,
especially after 2003, as a result of the weak application of the law despite its
functional and formative disadvantages, in addition to the weakness of
coordination between the relevant departments, which calls for this to take
decisions with overlapping goals and requirements. This problem is required to
be detailed. To a group of partial problems and seeking to develop solutions to
them in various formats and methods, including interviews, field documentation,
analysis and evaluation of samples in the light of case study data and previous
studies, with the aim of identifying their strengths and weaknesses, and
analyzing international standards and controls to extract directions and guiding
principles, as well as collecting quantitative and qualitative information,
measurement and analysis using tables and computer and statistical software.
The study concluded that most of the expansion works that took place on the
modern mosques in the city of Mosul were at the expense of the architectural
characteristics of these samples in an attempt to achieve a larger area without
taking into account the principles of expansion in mosques. And the functional
comfort of the worshipers. As for the formative features, they are represented
by the dependence of the blocks and openings, the symmetry of the chapel,
and the architectural unity of the formation.
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