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The abstract

Non-state armed actors have become increasingly influential on
contemporary international field, and they represent one of the challenges
facing international law, and in particular international humanitarian law,
which deals with them on a narrower scale compared to its dealings with
states, based on the will of the international community, which has placed
many restrictions and obstacles on any An attempt to expand the scope of
international dealing with armed non-state actors, justifying this by state
sovereignty, security necessities, and the requirements of the state’s highest
interests, in addition to the limited provisions contained in international
humanitarian law with regard to these actors, which are mainly contained in
common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions and in the Protocol. The
second additional issue is that the issue of obligating them to these
provisions is the most important problem and challenge in contemporary
armed conflicts.

The problems facing obligating armed actors to abide by international
humanitarian law are related to a theoretical aspect and a practical aspect.
The theoretical aspect is that these actors are not parties to the agreements
related to international humanitarian law, and thus a question arises about
the extent of the logic of obliging them to them. The problem also applies to
custom, as these actors do not contribute to building the customary rule, in
addition to the fact that this rule addresses states, but on the practical side,
there are difficulties related to the extent of the realistic application of this
law to them in light of the very complex circumstances that accompany the
presence of these actors, especially with regard to some provisions that
require the capabilities of states and not the capabilities of armed groups.
Several approaches have been proposed to create a solid foundation upon
which to base the application of international humanitarian law on armed
actors, based either on the philosophical foundations embodied in the
principles and objectives of this law, or on approaches that rely on the idea
of binding these actors by virtue of their state’s commitment, by virtue of
their exercise of de facto authority, or by relying on the will of Actors are,
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