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Abstract

The notion of References constitutes a wide domain for writers to
tackle the issues through employing past events, religious, literary, and
historical texts and figures in order to boost and deepen their products.
Employing references, in fact, adds numerous dimensions and more
significance to the text, which would attract the critics' attention to

approaching it in depth and trying to decode the signals it may convey.

Depending on this base, we elected the works of the Egyptian poet
Amal Dangal (1940-1981) to be the focus of this study, as Danqal has
extensively employed all the types of references in his poetry.
Particularly, references of the titles of Danqal's poems has been chosen
to be tackled throughout this study, since, to the researcher's best
knowledge, this very topic has not, apart from "References" in general,

been thoroughly and sufficiently dealt with before.

The present study specifically aims at delving into the references
implied within the titles —whether major or minor- of Dangal's poems and
poetry collections. And to achieve this aim, we set up this study
depending on the view that the relationship between the Title and the
Text is like that between the head and the body. So an adequate study of
the references of the titles would definitely require a deep observation of
the body of the literary text, so as to unveil and analyze the signals and

references the poet wants to imply through these titles.

Of Danqal's poetic products, 32 poems have been selected to be the
sample of this study, taken from all his six published poetry collections.
The selection has been carefully made as the titles of these very poems

convey, according to the researcher's viewpoint, a significant amount of
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references. The analytical approach has been followed to scrutinizing the
references, making use of the critical approaches related to the studies of

variant references.

The structure of this study comprises Three chapters preceded by an
Interlocution which sheds light on the concepts of Title and Reference
from literary and linguistic perspectives, in addition to a detailed account
of Danqal's life and literary career. Chapter One deals with the titles that
carry religious references (religious terms and figures), whereas Chapter
Two is devoted to studying the titles that carry historical references and is
divided into two parts: References of positive symbols, and References of
negative symbols. Chapter Three tackles the titles that carry literary
references and is, in turn, divided into three parts: Titles with reference to
popular biographies, Titles with reference to autobiographies, and Titles

with reference to literary texts.
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