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Abstract

Abstract

This study examines Arab diplomatic representation in Iraq (1932-
1958) as a pivotal arena reflecting the dynamics of inter—Arab relations and
the evolution of Arab national identity within the broader framework of
regional and international transformations. Iraq’s accession in 1932 as the
first Arab state to join the League of Nations positioned it as a central stage
for the intersection of Arab interests and a focal point of diplomatic
engagement.

The establishment of Arab diplomatic missions in Iraq unfolded in
successive phases: Egypt inaugurated the first mission in 1929,
consolidating its presence in 1932; Saudi Arabia followed in 1933; Jordan in
1941; Syria in 1945; Lebanon in 1947; and finally Sudan and the Maghreb
states (Libya, Tunisia, Morocco) in 1956—bringing the total to nine Arab
states. The roles of these missions alternated between fostering Arab
cooperation and trust, on the one hand, and fueling competition and discord,
on the other, depending on the competence of the diplomats and the
circumstances of the period.

The study reveals that Egyptian diplomacy was marked by vitality and
effectiveness, largely due to the selection of prominent and competent
envoys who reinforced Egypt’s political and intellectual presence and
elevated the mission to the rank of an embassy prior to the July Revolution
of 1952. Saudi diplomacy, by contrast, was closely tied to issues of borders
and the protection of national interests but faced difficulties in stability and
adherence to diplomatic norms, often requiring direct intervention from King

‘Abd al—Aziz to correct its course. Jordanian representation reflected the
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strength of Hashemite ties and employed the discourse of “Greater Syria” as
a political tool, though it experienced phases of disruption due to internal
weaknesses.

Meanwhile, Syrian diplomacy mirrored the internal complexities of
Syria itself, including frequent coups, which complicated its mission to
maintain channels of communication amid a contested Arab landscape.
Lebanese representation stood out through the personal diplomacy of Kazem
al-Solh, whose efforts enhanced Lebanon’s position despite oscillation
between alignment and neutrality within the Baghdad Pact framework. For
Sudan and the Maghreb states, the establishment of representation in Iraq
during the 1950s symbolized both the affirmation of their Arab identity and
their entry into the collective Arab diplomatic sphere after independence.

The study concludes that Arab diplomatic representation in Iraq was
not merely a set of official contacts but rather a mirror of political and
national transformations across the region. It contributed to shaping the
contours of Arab collective action—oscillating between cooperation and
rivalry—thus providing a significant model for understanding the dynamics of

Arab relations during a formative stage in modern history.
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