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Abstract

The phenomenon of doping in sports constitutes one of the most
serious challenges facing the sports system, due to its adverse effects on
athletes’ health, its threat to the principle of equal opportunity among
competitors, and its undermining of the values of integrity and fairness
upon which sporting activity is founded. The continuous development of
performance-enhancing substances and methods, together with the
expansion of their use across various sporting competitions, has led to
growing international and national concern regarding their control
through the establishment of strict legal and regulatory frameworks aimed
at curbing their spread and ensuring the protection of athletes’ safety and
the integrity of sporting competitions.

Accordingly, this study addresses the issue of civil liability arising
from the use of sports doping, as one of the most significant
contemporary legal topics whose importance has increased as a result of
the rapid development witnessed in the field of sports and the consequent
emergence of numerous legal disputes related to the use of doping and
prohibited substances. The study seeks to clarify the legal basis of civil
liability arising from the use of sports doping, identify its constituent
elements and effects, and assess the adequacy of existing legal rules in
addressing the damage resulting therefrom. It also undertakes a
comparative analysis of Iraqi, Emirati, and French legislation, while
drawing upon the international efforts exerted in this field.

To this end, the study begins by explaining the concept of sports
doping and its historical development, reviewing the principal doctrinal
and legislative definitions relating thereto, and analyzing the position of
international organizations concerned with anti-doping, foremost among
them the World Anti-Doping Code, in addition to identifying the forms of

violations associated with the use of doping. It also examines the position

A



of the legislations under comparison and the points of convergence and
divergence among them in the field of combating doping.

The study then proceeds to examine the legal basis of civil liability
resulting from the use of sports doping by presenting the various doctrinal
approaches to the legal characterization of such liability, clarifying the
extent to which it may be regarded as contractual liability or tort liability,
and analyzing the legal arguments upon which each approach is based,
with a view to determining the prevailing opinion most compatible with
the nature of the relationship linking the athlete to clubs, sports
federations, and the bodies organizing competitions.

The study further clarifies the elements of tort liability arising from
the use of sports doping by identifying the forms of fault associated with
the use of prohibited substances, determining the damage that may be
sustained by the athlete, competitors, or various sports entities, and
examining the causal link between the harmful act and the resulting
damage. The study is not limited to the athlete’s personal liability; rather,
it extends to the liability of coaches, physicians, administrators, and other
persons who may contribute, directly or indirectly, to the commission of
the violation.

The study also addresses the legal effects arising from the
establishment of tort liability, foremost among them compensation for
material and moral damages, while clarifying the criteria governing the
assessment of compensation, the competent bodies responsible for
adjudicating sports disputes, and the role of judicial and sports arbitral
bodies in protecting the rights arising from such liability. It also considers
certain well-known judicial precedents in the field of sports doping that
led to the downfall of some of the most prominent athletes.

Finally, the study concludes that the use of sports doping does not

merely constitute a violation of sports regulations, but rather amounts to
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an unlawful act giving rise to legal liability whenever its constituent
elements are fulfilled. It further concludes that effective combating of this
phenomenon requires integration between national legislation and
international rules, together with the need to develop the legal
frameworks governing civil liability in a manner that ensures better
protection for athletes and strengthens the integrity of sporting
competitions. The study also recommends enhancing preventive and
awareness-raising measures and updating sports legislation in line with

the rapid scientific and practical developments in the field of anti-doping.



Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research

University of Mosul

College of Law

Civil Liability for the Use of Sports Doping
(A Comparative Study)

A Thesis Submitted by

Fouad Waleed Ahmed Al-Taee

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Private Law

Under the Supervision of

Assistant Professor
Dr. Mohammed Tahir Qasim Al-Aujar

2026 A.D 1448 A.H



