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Summary

The importance of this study, which is titled 'The Religions in
the Caucasian Countries and khazaria till the end of 4" century of
Alhijra/10™ century of CE', it tackles a geographical region, specifically in
the north of the Islamic world; this region has not been fully studied
academically of all levels as to its history and civilization. So, most
historical studies have tackled the west and east as well as the centre of the
Islamic world, neglecting the north which is embodied by the Caucasian
region. I hope The Almighty Allah to help me in filling this gap,

particularly in the academic field.

Despite the outstanding religious form of this research(to be in
accordance with the title), the researcher has taken into account not to be
far from the historical sides which have a historical or religious
connotations for a specific religion in the region under discussion. Also, he
has taken into consideration many religious affairs in the course of his
study and at the same time he would not deepen so much in this regard so
as the study not to lose its historical frame. Accordingly, one can not

regard this research under the comparison topics of religions.

Furthermore, the study handles the religious situations in
Caucasus, the researcher has intentionally collected information from the
references that are closely related to Islamic history, particularly, till the
end of 4™ century of Alhijra /10" century of the Christ's birth. Sometimes
the researcher might tackle the times before the Christ's birth or
Muhammad calling of his message (peace and blessings be upon them).
Moreover, the researcher might take into account the recent centuries in
harmony with the topic ideas of the investigation as the religious trace is

extending all over the history.



In addition to that, the field of this study goes into Armenia and
Azerbaijan because they are historically and geographically connected with
Caucasus so that the Muslim historians could consider it as an integrated

region.

The study is composed of a preliminary and three sections, the
preliminary included a geographical definition for the region under
investigation, more specifically, it made up of three paragraphs, the first
one is about the name and border, the second is about the most noticeable
natural phenomena, whereas the third tackled the most people elements
there. The first section included three matters, first, the factors that had
helped Islam to spread there, like conquest, the non-existing of political
problems, the role of commerce...etc. The second showed the most
important religious organizations, and the third detected the most
significant parties and beliefs related to Islam. Whereas the second section
handled the Christianity in Caucasus, it consisted of six paragraphs about
the spread of Christianity, the most religious organizations, the rituals of
the Armenian church, the priesthood levels, the clergymen and their role, as
well as the role of the Georgian church. The third section constituted two
paragraphs, the first one investigated the Jewish religion and its
development in that regions, whereas the second showed the most existing
pagan doctrines such as: the magian (of ancient Persia), shamanism and
babakiyya; finally, this section ended by mentioning the beliefs of magic

and legends.
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