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Abstract

This study titled "Assessing EFL College Students' Sociolinguistic Competence"
aims at investigating and assessing level of sociolinguistic competence among
Iraqi college students studying English as a foreign language. To achieve this aim,
the study utilizes different types of adapted Discourse Completion Task tests
(DCT), in addition to students’ self-reported independent contribution in assessing
sociolinguistic competence to be compared to main Discourse Completion Task
test. Furthermore, it investigates the effect of variables such as gender,
bilingualism on the students’ performance. The study hypothesizes that EFL
college students have a moderate level of sociolinguistic competence, and there is
no significant difference in their level of sociolinguistic competence based on
gender and bilingualism. The study draws its problem from the phenomenon of
sociolinguistic competence as an integral part of communicative competence
among English major students towards the end of their program. It highlights a
lack of development in this area, which may be due to a focus on the formal
aspects of language learning . The study provides a theoretical background and a
review of previous studies in sociolinguistics, including the concept of
sociolinguistic competence and its evolution through different models, the speech
act theory and its connection to the speech act of request besides previous studies
in the area of assessing sociolinguistic competence. The data have been collected
from the sample using Discourse Completion Task and Self-Reported
Questionnaire have been analyzed using various statistical means, and five
hypotheses will be tested statistically. The results of the study indicates a moderate
level of sociolinguistic competence in both tests. The study also shows no

statistically significant difference between males and females, while results reveal



a significant difference between monolingual and bilingual participants in the test
sample where bilingual participants performance is more appropriate in utilizing

sociolinguistic competence.
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