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ABSTRACT

Children's stories are not randomly written, but in a regular way to
make it easier for the child to understand. Cohesion is a linguistic
mechanism that binds the text together and makes it unified. Cohesion is
divided into two types: grammatical and lexical cohesion. The current
study investigates lexical cohesion in five Arabic children's short stories.
The problem of the study lies in the fact that children need simple and
smooth style to understand stories. Such a style should be observed in
writing stories, particularly lexical cohesion which plays a significant role
in increasing child's linguistic abilities through enriching them with simple
and new words. Moreover, it contributes to the simplicity of a story, in that
writers can choose simple lexical relations to convey ideas in the simplest
way. The main questions that this study attempts to answer are: how is
lexical cohesion analyzed in children's short stories? What kinds of lexical
cohesion are used in children's short stories? And which type of lexical
cohesion is mostly used in children's stories? The study aims at
determining how lexical cohesion is used in Arabic children's short stories,
investigating the different types of lexical cohesion employed in the Arabic
short stories chosen, and figuring out which kind of lexical cohesion is
most frequently used in the selected Arabic stories. In order to achieve
these aims, the study hypothesizes that repetition is the most used device
in children's short stories, that lexical devices of hyponymy and meronymy
are less used in Arabic stories, and that lexical cohesion differs from one

story to another depending on the style used by the writer.

The data of the current study consists of five children's short stories
in Arabic language. One of them is written by Mamdouh Abdul-Sattar
(2011), and the other one belongs to the writer Kamel Keilani (2011), the
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third one is written by Ahmed Siwan (2010). The other two stories are
taken from the Internet. Data analysis is based on Paltridge's (2012) model.

The conclusions show that repetition is the most frequent device
used in Arabic children's short stories, that lexical devices of hyponymy
and meronymy are least use in children's stories, and that each author of

children's short stories has his own style which differs from other writers.
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