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Abstract

A Socio-Pragmatic Study of Silence in English TV Shows

Israa thamer Hassan sup. Prof. Amthal Mohammed Abbas (Ph.D.)
Everyday interactional communication takes the shape of conversation, which
happens when two or more people share ideas and opinions. Generally, People
connect with one another to socialize, maintain and build their relationships. Both
verbal and non-verbal communication, Such as speech, body language, eye contact,
facial expressions, and silence, are employed by them. This study looks at silence as
anon-verbal form of communication, the types and functions of silence that are most
frequently used, the value silence adds to interaction, whether silence can be used as
a face-saving or face-threatening tactic, and whether English-speaking interlocutors
use silence similarly or differently. Silence as a communicative way includes two
faces the positive face, which is easy to interpret and comprehend by the receiver,
and the negative face that may cause problems among the interlocutors if the silence
i1s miscommunicated or interpreted and understood in a mistaken way that may create
a gap between the participants, Therefore this study attempts to fill this gap by trying
to achieve different aims like, unveiling how silence is applied effectively. How
speakers respond to it in interaction. showing how silence constitutes effective
communication socially and pragmatically.

The current study tries to answer some questions related to the phenomenon
of silence which are, Is silence a socially and pragmatically useful component and
effective element of interaction among speakers? How is silence applied and
responded to? Is there a relationship between silence and culture ?How do age,
gender affect interaction? How does status affect interaction? These questions can
be answered by putting some hypotheses like. There are certain differences in types
and functions of silence. silence is applied as a face-saving and face-threatening

strategy. Silence is an effective element of interaction that can deliver various
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functions. Age, gender, culture, and status can affect silence implementation and
interpretation.

The current study examines samples that include different TV shows, 1.e. "Steve
Harvey show," "My next guest needs no introduction," and two television series like
"Transplant" and "Man VS Bee". All of these shows are taken in one season, with
nine episodes for each one. The model of the study is divided into two main parts;
the first is dedicated four types while the second is for functions. Saville-Troike’s
(1985) model deals with the types of silence, and Jaworski’s (1993) model focuses

on the functions of silence .

This study tries to analyze the data by using different procedures including,
Investigating silence theoretically. Surveying theories of silence to build up an
eclectic model of analysis . Analyzing the data drawn from the selected TV shows
in terms of age, gender, culture, and status, putting the findings in terms of tables
and figures, drawing conclusions, putting recommendations forward, and suggesting
topics for future research.

The findings showed that as a person gets older, the instances of silence during
speech rise. Age may have a significant impact on our lives in general and is not
simply confined to a certain issue, In addition, we cannot dispute that there is a
strong correlation between gender and silence because the majority of instances of
silence may be attributed to males. The role of silence is not limited only to age and
gender, but the cultural background of the individual and the environment in which
he grows up is considered the most effective factors. The other important finding’s
to be mentioned silence, with its different types, functions, and uses, can add

something that verbal communication cannot add during the interaction .
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