Republic of Iraq
Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific Research

University of Mosul

College of Basic Education
Department of English

A Semantic Study of Componential Analysis in
Lewis Carroll’s “Alice’s Adventures in

Wonderland”

A Thesis Submitted by
Areej Akram Abed Ali

To
The Council of the College of Basic Education
University of Mosul
In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for the
Degree of Master of Education in

Linguistics and English as a Foreign Language

Supervised by
Dr. Ashraf Riadh Abdullah

2024 A.D. 1445 A.H.



Abstract

Componential analysis is an effective linguistic and semantic tool
for investigating the various layers of meaning of words. The
componential analysis approach enables an accurate study of the semantic
components that form the lexical elements in the text. This study tries to
find and analyze the complex connections between components by
conducting a systematic examination of significant words, revealing the
layers of meaning hidden in Carroll's language choices. Furthermore, this
study investigates how semantic components contribute to the novel's
overall thematic coherence. The renowned novel Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll, is an optimal example of such literary
masterpieces. This study seeks to conduct a linguistic, particularly
semantic investigation, that reveals that there are semantic deviations and
violations of lexical features of semantic components of nouns and verbs
in the novel. The model of this study is by Nida (1975), componential
analysis is adopted in analyzing these components which includes four
domains of the word (entities, events, abstracts, and relationals), then
following Liles’ (1971) analysis which demonstrates that there are some
restrictions between the verb and subject. This study tries to answer what
are the effects of semantic deviation and violation of lexical features in

the novel?

Componential analysis is very useful in clarifying the meaning of
words by breaking down the words into smaller components. Semantic
deviation and violation of lexical features are used to achieve
imaginative, and fantastical purposes to transport the audience out of the
borders of reality. This study is carried out using a qualitative research,
the data is Carroll’s novel. The analysis includes both lexical and

grammatical components, examining how Carroll's word choices and



syntactic structures contribute to the formation of Wonderland's distinct
semantic landscape. The study titled "A Semantic Study of Componential
Analysis in Lewis Carroll’s “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”
addresses the challenge of understanding how linguistic devices,
particularly semantic deviations and violations of lexical features,
contribute to the creation of the novel’s unique world of imagination.
Semantic deviation and violations of lexical features show how words
and concepts are used to challenge conventional norms and create a world

where the absurd is accepted as the usual.
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