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Abstract

Integrating Critical Thinking Skills in Teaching English Language

Communicative Skills

Learning a foreign language is not only mastering vocabulary and
grammar rules but it also involves learning how to offer opinions, giving
sound reasons for those opinions, evaluating and judging on specific
situation. These can be done by integrating critical thinking skills into
teaching English language communicative skills since they are considered an
important part of education today. Therefore, the aim of the current study is
to provide suggestions to how to integrate critical thinking skills into
teaching English language communicative skills. More specifically, the
current study tries to provide answers to the following questions: How can
critical thinking skills be integrated in teaching listening comprehension,
speaking, reading comprehension and writing? To achieve the
aforementioned aims, two questionnaires have been conducted one for
teachers and another for students to collect data about the current method of
teaching English language communicative skills in the Department/of
English College of Basic Education/ University of Mosul. The responses of
the questionnaires have indicated that the use of the traditional method of
teaching English language communicative skills lacks teaching students’
critical thinking skills. Building on these results integrating critical thinking
skills for teaching listening, speaking, reading and writing were made and
lesson plans for teaching each skill were suggested. The present study ends
with the conclusion that integrating critical thinking skills in teaching

English language communicative skills is possible and favorable for its
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valuable effect on improving students thinking and awareness and makes

them more interactive in the learning process.
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