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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of health indicators and the role
of government institutions on the growth of average per capita income as
an indicator of economic growth in several Arab countries during the period
2000-2022. The study relied on independent variables including the
fertility rate, per capita government health expenditure, per capita health
expenditure, and average years of schooling as an indicator of human
capital.

The importance of this study stems from the increasing impact of
global health shocks, particularly the COVID-19 pandemic, which
negatively affected economic activity during 2019-2021. The study seeks
to clarify the nature of the relationship between health indicators and
economic growth, given the variations among Arab countries.

The study relied on panel data from the World Health Organization for
several Arab countries and used panel data models to measure the impact
in both the short and long term. The results showed a positive and
significant impact of health indicators on economic growth, as reducing
the fertility rate and increasing health expenditure contribute to raising
average per capita income.

The results also confirmed the importance of human capital, represented by
average years of schooling, in addition to the efficiency of resource
allocation in the health sector. The study concludes that improving the
health sector enhances productivity and quality of life, thereby supporting
economic growth.

The study also shows that the health sector in Iraq, as well as in the Arab
region covered by the study, is a contributing factor to real per capita
income for several reasons. These include its role in improving quality of
life, promoting human capital development, and contributing to increased
life expectancy. This allows individuals to acquire practical experience and
skills that enhance productivity, expand the labor supply, and strengthen
their ability to shoulder family responsibilities, including caring for the
elderly and children under fifteen. Among the most important policy
recommendations is directing government spending towards the production
of all types of medical supplies and engaging in the local manufacturing of
essential medicines and medical equipment used in hospitals and health
centers to achieve health security.
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Better health increases
productivity by reducing
time lost to illness and
disability.

Healthy children learn more,
build skills, and become
more productive adults.
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of medical supplies and engaging in the local manufacturing of essential medicines and
medical equipment used in hospitals and health centers to achieve health security.

¥+ Y7 M.Sc. Thesis @Univ. of Mosul, College of Administration and Economics
(https://www.uomosul.edu.iq/), (central library@uomosul.edu.iq)

nashwan. Y °bap ¢ Y @student.uomosul.edu.iq




University of Mosul

College of Administration and Economics

Measuring and Analyzing Some Health
Indicators in Economic Growth for Selected

Arab Countries with Special Reference to Iraq
During the Period (2000-2022)

Master's thesis in
Economics

Nashwan Ibrahim Mohammed

supervision
Assistant Professor

Dr. Nizar Siddiq Elias Al-Qahwaji

2026 A.D 1447 A.-H



