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Abstract

This study sheds light upon the history of political relations
between Saudi Arabia and Iran during 1953-1979 as two states
that represents one of important pillars of political, security, and
strategic stability in Arab Gulf region owing to their geographical
location.

Saudi Arabia is considered the most big Arab country in
Arabian peninsula and Arab Gulf, it proceeded to protect Arab
countries against ambitions of Iran during Shah's period, especially
as Iran did prompt attempts to dominate over the region through its
claims on Bahrain and its occupation of the three Arab islands that
are subsidiary to the United Arab Emirates.

Also, the dissertation reviews the concurrence in attitude and
trends of foreign policies for both Saudi and Iranian governments
towards liberation movements, Arab national tendencies and parties,
and communist thoughts and parties within Eastern Arab region,
generally after the World War II that had obvious bearing on Arab
Gulf region during the 1960's and 1970's of the twentieth century
where the relations between the two countries can be called the
golden period in as much it witnessed many exchanged formal visits
by senior officials from both governments and on all levels which
resulted in a cooperation to achieve security and stability for
supporting conservative royal regimes in the region.

Moreover, cooperation included agreement on the continental
shelf matter; and understanding about Bahrain's independence, the

three Arab islands, and their attitudes towards armed movement in
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Dhufar province and its impact upon political relations between
Saudi Arabia and Iran, besides, accord on Arab Gulf security
question.

These visits were continued even after the Iranian revolution
in 1979 and its political developments which threw light in Saudi-
Iranian relations track.

The researcher employed historical approach to observe and
analyze concurrence and difference points in political relations
between the two states, bringing out the employed facts that founded
o Iraqi Arab, and foreign political and historical documents; and
also genuine references related to the subject according which the
study was divided historically into chapters and paragraphs about the
track of these relations.

Chapter One: it is preparatory and brief chapter on the
beginning of diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran
since 1929 and the influence of the World War II on these relations;
then the developments of the relations during that war until coming
to the stand of the Saudi Arabian government toward Mussadiq's
Iranian government for the period 1951-1953.

Chapter Two: includes detailed explanation for political
developments impact on Eastern Arab region after the World War 11
during 1955-1966 and then a prelusion about political trends for both
Saudi Arabia and Iran with illustrating their attitudes against
Baghdad's pact and Eizenhwoer's project that brought about
exchanged visits between the two states and then developments
followed 1960 as for Saudi attitude toward Iran's relation with Israel

and their solidarity to counter the Yemeni revolution in 1962
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through confronting and fighting the republic regime in Egypt that
backed that revolution, the chapter ends with cooperation between
both Saudi and Iranian governments to set forth the project of
Islamic alliance during 1965-1966.

Chapter Three: deals with the details of the Saudi-Iranian
relations within 1968-1971 including the reality of these relations
about demarcation of continental shelf in Arab Gulf waters where
the oil wells are located and then the state of relation on Bahrain's
independence and Iran's allegations about it, coming to an end with
the official stand that was taken by the Saudi government to Iranian
occupation for the three Arab islands.

Chapter Fourth: was devoted to study the attitudes of both
Saudi Arabia and Iran with regard to armed movement in Dhufar
province and its reflections on political relations; then handled Arab
Gulf security question in the view of Saudi Arabia and Iran in 1968-
1978, the chapter ends with the Saudi attitude about the Iranian
revolution in 1979 and its developments that were reflected on the
relation between both states in particular after Al-Haram incident

and the uprising in Al-Sharqiya district at the end of the same year.
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