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School Education in Britain, YAV -V ¢¢: A Historical Study
Abstract

This study examines the development of the school education system in
Britain during a pivotal period marked by profound political, economic, and
social transformations, It begins with the Elementary Education Act of YAV and
concludes with the Education Act of Y4¢¢ and its subsequent implementation up
to Y4¢o The study aims to analyze the transition from church-based and
individual initiatives in education to an organized state-controlled system,
Besides, it explores the impact of official legislation and major historical
changes—particularly the later phase of the Industrial Revolution, the two World
Wars, and the economic recession—on the structure of education, its institutions,
curricula, and the conditions of teachers and students. The study adopts a
historical-analytical methodology, supplemented by a descriptive approach in
presenting educational legislation, statistical data, and reports issued by the
Ministry of Education and official committees, The thesis falls into four chapters:
chapter one tackles the features of early education before YAV Chapter two
investigates the state education between YAY+ and Y 9) ¢, Chapter three examines
the period of the First World War and the economic depression, Chapter four is
concerned with education during the During the economic crisis and the Second
World War, culminating in the Y% £¢ Act, The study concludes that the YAV« Act
represented a fundamental turning point in the history of British education, laying
the groundwork for the gradual expansion of state intervention in administrating
and financing education, It further demonstrates that educational policies were
clearly influenced by economic and social conditions, particularly with regard to
the expansion of primary education, the organization of secondary education, and
the emergence of central and technical schools, The findings also indicate that the
two World Wars prompted a reconsideration of educational aims and curricula,
with greater emphasis on national and vocational dimensions, Nonetheless, the
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Ya¢o Act reflected a move toward restructuring the educational system and
reinforcing the principle of equality of opportunity, The study also highlights the
development of the teacher’s professional and social status through the regulation
of salaries and the improvement of service conditions, alongside the growing
participation of women in the teaching profession, It concludes that the period
YAV._V4¢o constituted the structural foundation of the modern British
educational system and consolidated the role of the state as the principal authority
in planning, supervision, and funding, Class and economic factors, however,

continued to influence access to and distribution of educational opportunities.
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