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Abstract

The Relationship between the Rulers of al-Andalus and the Elite during
the Emirate and Caliphate Periods in Nafh al-Tib by al-Maqqari (d. 1041
AH / 1631 CE)

Prof. Faiza Hamza Abbas Zahraa Yaseen Hasan

The relationship between the rulers of al-Andalus and the elite
constituted a significant dimension of Andalusian history, forming an
integrated administrative structure within society. The rulers relied on
members of the elite—including viziers, judges, secretaries, military
commanders, and religious scholars—in the governance of the state. The
strength of the ruler was closely tied to the nature of his relationship with
the elite: when he succeeded in securing their support, his authority was
consolidated; conversely, when relations deteriorated, rebellions
increased and his power weakened. Consequently, this relationship had
profound implications for the religious, economic, social, political, and
intellectual spheres of al-Andalus.

This study highlights the nature of the relationship between rulers and
the elite, a subject of considerable historical importance. Nafh al-Tib by
al-Maqqari was selected as the primary source due to its rich and valuable
information concerning both rulers and the elite during the Emirate and
Caliphate periods. The research is divided into an introduction and five
chapters. The introduction examines the life of the author, his era, and his
work. Chapter One outlines the general conceptual framework of the
ruler and the elite in al-Andalus. Chapter Two addresses the social
relations between the rulers and the elite. Chapter Three analyzes the
positions adopted by the rulers toward the elite. Chapter Four focuses on
the role of the elite in supporting the Andalusian court. Chapter Five
discusses the impact of the rulers’ relationship with the elite on al-
Andalus. The study concludes with a conclusion and appendices.
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