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ABSTRACT

Underwater cultural heritage represents the cultural, civilizational, and historical
identity of societies. Its essence lies in being a cultural and moral wealth for nations,
which strive to protect their submerged heritage, including sites, structures, artifacts,
historical buildings, human remains, and the wrecks of ships and aircraft, as well
as objects dating back to prehistoric times. However, this heritage faces increasing
threats from natural and human-induced risks, such as earthquakes, looting,
industrial activities, and maritime operations that lead to the destruction of sites and
the loss or deterioration of artifacts.

Several international conventions have addressed underwater cultural heritage,
including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the 1989
Salvage Convention. However, these agreements did not provide sufficient
protection for this unique type of heritage. Consequently, international and local
efforts were devoted to drafting the first legal document specifically aimed at
protecting underwater cultural heritage. These efforts culminated in the 2001
UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage, which

defines such heritage as all traces of human existence that have a cultural,
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