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Abstract

If war is an intrinsic human phenomenon, its "humanization" signifies
nothing other than limiting losses in lives and property by refining the methods
and means of warfare. This entails refraining from using means that cause
unnecessary suffering and superfluous injury to combatants and non-
combatants alike, with the sole aim of weakening the adversary's military effort.
However, technological advancement has introduced the most lethal machinery
of destruction to the battlefield to inflict the severest military strikes against the
adversary. Consequently, does humanization remain anything more than a
philosophical concept?
The humanization of war constitutes a stage in the evolution of human thought
towards rationalizing social relations within both domestic and international
spheres. While rationalization is an organizational process, humanization
remains a moral imperative. Given the difficulty of achieving total consensus
among humans—as attested by the Quranic verse: "Mankind was not but one
community [but] then they differed"” (Surah Yunus: 19)—the pursuit to limit
social, political, and economic contradictions remains essential through
bridging conflicting interests as a vital necessity. These two issues are
inextricably linked; progress in one inevitably impacts the other. Law serves as
the vessel wherein moral values are poured, assuming a foundational framework
from which binding rules emerge, enforceable against all, as a matter of
obligation rather than mere exhortation.
Intelligence plays a pivotal role in mitigating the impact of war on civilians by
providing decision-makers with accurate information to avoid targeting
civilians, identifying early humanitarian threats, directing aid, assisting in
protecting critical infrastructure, exposing violations, and providing data for
developing strategies that prioritize civilian safety. Although its primary role
focuses on national security and military objectives, its strategic analyses can
significantly contribute to minimizing collateral damage.
This thesis addresses a precise legal and operational problematic regarding the
employment of intelligence efforts as a mechanism guaranteeing the application
of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) rules. It transcends the traditional
concept of intelligence merely as a tool for achieving military superiority,
highlighting its modern role as a prerequisite for the humanization of armed
conflicts.
The study proceeds from the hypothesis that compliance with IHL principles—
specifically the principles of distinction and precaution—has become
impossible amidst the complexities of modern warfare (such as urban warfare
and asymmetric warfare) without reliance on a precise intelligence
infrastructure capable of legally qualifying field facts prior to the decision to
attack.
The thesis adopts a legal analytical approach to deconstruct the functions of
intelligence agencies (collection, analysis, Proportionality assessment, and
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counter-intelligence) and adapt them to the obligations stipulated in the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977.

The study concludes that intelligence is no longer an operational luxury but a
legal obligation incumbent upon States; ignorance of reality does not exempt
one from international criminal responsibility. Furthermore, the thesis
demonstrates that intelligence effectiveness contributes directly to protecting
civilians and civilian objects through Collateral Damage Estimation (CDE)
techniques, defining No-Strike Lists (NSL), and distinguishing between
combatants and civilians in mixed environments.

Based on the foregoing, the research addresses "The Role of Intelligence Efforts
in Humanizing Armed Conflicts" in two chapters: The first covers the
conceptual framework of humanizing armed conflicts, while the second
examines the effectiveness of intelligence efforts in enforcing the rules of
humanizing armed conflicts.

The thesis concludes with a set of recommendations, most notably the necessity
of integrating legal advisors into intelligence operations rooms, updating
military doctrines to include "Humanitarian Intelligence," and establishing that
the failure to collect accurate intelligence prior to an attack constitutes a form
of gross negligence warranting international accountability
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