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Abstract

This study investigates the phenomenon of “remote readings” (al-
qira’at al-ba‘ida) as presented in Abu al-Baqa’ al-‘Ukbart’s ['rab al-
Qira’at al-Shawadh (d. 616 AH), within a linguistic-analytical framework.
It aims to uncover the criteria used by al-"Ukbart to describe certain
Qur’anic readings as remote, to clarify the nature and limits of this
remoteness, and to examine its relationship to the prevailing linguistic
methodologies of his time. The study begins with the observation that al-
‘Ukbart frequently applies this term in guiding attention to variant readings
without providing an explicit technical definition, prompting a systematic
analysis of his usage in light of linguistic, syntactic, morphological, and
phonetic contexts.

The introduction of the thesis consists of two main sections: the first
addresses the concept of Qur’anic readings, their linguistic and technical
definitions, the conditions for their acceptance, and their classification,
followed by a discussion of remoteness, culminating in an operational
definition that frames it as a critical-evaluative description reflecting
deviation from established linguistic norms or common usage, rather than
a judgment on the authenticity of a reading. The second section focuses on
Abu al-Baqa’ al-"Ukbart himself, his scholarly approach, his position
among grammarians, and his work ['rab al-Qira’at al-Shawadh,
highlighting the direct link between this text and the concept of remote
readings.

The first chapter examines remote readings in phonetic issues
through five subfields—following, substitution, deletion, addition, and
vowel alteration—demonstrating that al-'Ukbari evaluates these
phenomena according to phonetic norms and economy of effort, while
recognizing their dialectical authenticity. The second chapter analyzes
remote readings in morphological and lexical issues, showing that
remoteness often corresponds to deviation from standard forms, irregular
morphological patterns, or semantic shifts arising from orthographic
differences. The third chapter studies remote readings in syntactic issues,
particularly in nouns, verbs, and particles, showing that al-"Ukbari values
established syntactic patterns and regards uncommon constructions as
remote.

The study concludes that “remote readings” in al-"UkbarT’s
perspective represent a critical internal linguistic concept, reflecting the
interaction of readings with the Arabic grammatical system, revealing a
methodological awareness that balances between transmission and
linguistic norms, and contributing significantly to the enrichment of
Qur’anic linguistic studies.



