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ABSTRACT

This study is under a big field of linguistics. More specifically, it is a

pragmatic study which explores the relationship between language and
society. The aim of this study is to analyse the phenomenon called address
terms performed by the main characters in the selected English plays under
the study, namely: The Importance of Being Earnest, A Woman of No
Importance, Ruined, and A Raisin in the Sun. This study has four main
objectives: finding out the main types of addressing terms used by the
characters in the plays previously mentioned, their functions, the factors
affecting their selection by the characters and the difference between the two
types, modern and classical, and effect in using the address terms.
This study employed the qualitative content-analysis method since the data
under the study are books and documents. Moreover, the findings are
presented in the narrative form and tables with numbers and percentages are
used to support the analysis.

The study reveals four main findings: first, all the types of addressing
terms have been used by the characters in the plays under study. Second, the
address terms have different functions of showing power, solidarity, in
addition to affective and directive functions. These functions are reflected in
the speech among the characters and the relationship that governs their
selection for the terms. Third, there is a great difference between the modern
and classical dramas in term of speech style, formality of language, and types
of address terms used. The modern dramas mainly follow the informality and
the characters use simple slang language. Concerning the classical plays, the
language is highly prestigious, formal and complicated. Finally, in what is
related to the factors affecting the selection of the address terms,
Communication Accommodation Theory, convergence and divergence can
take different forms depending on the social value, modality, symmetry, and
duration of behaviour. It can be either upward or downward depending on the
social value of the form used, unimodal or multimodal as using one form or
different forms to converge the addressee, and varies in its duration from short
to long depending on speaker's needs, or the approval he seeks from the
addressee.
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