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Abstract

The last recent decades have witnessed a significant increase in
natural disasters and international and non-international armed conflicts
that have caused casualties and destroyed the infrastructure. They, i.e.
disasters and conflicts, have further required the exertion of great efforts
so as to recover and rebuild what has been badly affected. The latter has
demanded calling upon the international community to provide the
necessary means and mechanisms to confront and overcome such
international crises.

Warning system form one of the crucial, appropriate and effective
mechanisms resorted to by countries and international organizations so as
to confront these crises. The latter can be brought about by signing
international agreements, establishing specialized disaster centers,
supplying them with the necessary equipment and devices to do their
tasks, as well as encouraging international cooperation between states,
international governmental and non-governmental organizations. The
international involvement is due to the fact that most disasters and armed
conflicts have extended beyond the national borders and the ability to
confront them exceeds that of countries being alone. This has made an
international early warning system an indispensable necessity.

Early warning systems comprise the collection and analysis of
information provided by the community and the warning messages that
help the community respond to dangers and reduce losses or damages.
Most of these systems are designed at the national or international level.
They outline the communities’ ability to predict the risks of armed
conflicts and disasters worldwide and the contribution of the systems to

confront them.



This thesis attends to the early warning systems in terms of their
definition, development and legal basis. It further addresses the armed
conflicts and disasters, and identifies their types. Early warning systems
are mainly comprises four elements, namely knowledge of risks,
monitoring, warning and the ability to respond. The role of international
governmental and non-governmental organizations in applying the early
warning systems and the methodologies used in developing the systems
are further topics that the current study addresses. The study focuses on
the point that most early warning systems concentrate on natural disasters
such as floods, droughts, landslides and climate change. As for armed
conflicts, the study focuses on issues pertinent to transitional justice and

the responsibility to protect.
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