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Abstract

The current study deals with a special kind of lexical ambiguity :
heteronyms . More specifically, it studies heteronyms in the Glorious
Qur’an by investigating the different diacritics the words convey in the
Glorious Qur’an. Heteronyms constitute a crucial area in most languages,
although they may sometimes be dealt with a minor type of lexical
ambiguity . The main aim is to disambiguate words that convey the same
spelling but different pronunciations and meanings. To fulfill the aims of
the study, the following hypotheses are investigated : (1) It hypothesizes
that there is a strong relation between diacritics and letters in that any
change in pronunciation will change the meaning of words . (2)
heteronyms supposed to be met in nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs .
(3) Some heteronyms could be met , although rarely , between nouns and
verbs and not only between the same part of speech . (4) The diacritics
change meaning whether they come initially, medially, and finally . ( 5)
it also hypothesizes that heteronyms are considerably available in the
Glorious Qur’an . The study raises the following questions : (1) What
makes identifying Arabic heteronyms difficult ? (2) How can readers
improve understanding heteronyms ? (3) Can readers identify different
classes of heteronyms ? (4) How can readers distinguish heteronyms
from other phenomena such as homonyms ? (5) How far is heteronym
identified in the Qur’anic verses ? .An eclectic model is adopted for data
analysis, the model of Magnusson and Persson (1986) which is concerned
with a new lexical ambiguity named heteronyms, and Makram's model
(1996:20) which stresses the fact that the different diacritics of words
change their pronunciations and meanings. A qualitative approach is
adopted for the collected data. Results revealed that if we change the
pronunciations of heteronyms intentionally or by mistake, the meanings

will be changed, although they have identical spelling . It is also



concluded that heteronyms mostly appear as nouns and verbs but very

few as adjectives and as adverbs. Besides, heteronyms are found in
different positions in the Glorious Qur’an,viz, initially, medially and
finally. Some relevant recommendations and suggestions have been

proposed based on the findings obtained.
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