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Abstract

The International Criminal Court is a permanent international
judicial body, complementary to the national courts. The Court enjoys a
legal personality and has the capacity to exercise its functions and achieve
its purposes. In 2014, one of the most heinous international crimes
against ethnic minorities have been committed by gangs of the terrorist
organization ISIS. These crimes include killing civilians, kidnapping,
rape, enslavement, trafficking in women and children, forcibly recruiting
them, destroying religious and cultural places, and depriving basic
freedoms. All these crimes and acts fall within the core of the jurisdiction
of the International Criminal Court as international reports confirm that
the crimes committed fulfill the criteria of crimes of genocide issued by

the United Nations.

Joining the system of this court would be an essential step for Iraq
towards putting an end to these crimes and to protect human rights. The
International Criminal Court only has the right to exercise jurisdiction in
the territory of a country under the condition that the country is one of its
member states or that the country accepts the jurisdiction of the court or
that the case has been referred to it by the UN Security Council under
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations if the crime is
threatening international peace and security. Iraq taking the decision to be
a member state is an important step to fightinternational crimes and to

protect human rights.
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