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Abstract

In recent decades, the world has witnessed a marked increase in instances of
political transition and the shift from repressive authoritarian regimes or periods
of armed conflict to systems that seek to achieve democracy, uphold the rule
of law and respect fundamental human rights, This has given rise to the need
to establish legal and institutional mechanisms capable of addressing the
consequences of the grave violations suffered by societies during those
periods, Among the most important of these mechanisms is transitional justice,
as a legal and humanitarian framework aimed at ensuring accountability and
redress for victims, thereby contributing to the rebuilding of trust between the
state and society and the achievement of political and social stability. The
success of transitional justice is not limited to holding those responsible for
violations to account; it has also become linked to the extent to which the state
is able to reform its public institutions—particularly its security and judicial
institutions—to ensure that such violations are not repeated in the future.
Hence the importance of institutional reform as one of the fundamental pillars
of transitional justice, as it aims to restructure state institutions and develop
their legal and administrative frameworks in a way that reinforces the principles
of transparency, accountability, efficiency and the rule of law, Institutional
reform also seeks to address the shortcomings and corruption that have
afflicted state bodies in previous periods, and to work towards building
professional national institutions capable of performing their functions in a fair
and balanced manner, thereby ensuring the effective protection of public rights
and freedoms. Consequently, institutional reform—based on a set of principles
and standards enshrined in international covenants, resolutions and national
laws—has become one of the most essential tools for the success of political
transition processes and the achievement of social stability and civil peace.
Experiences in countries such as South Africa, Tunisia, Rwanda, Iraqg and

others have demonstrated that those states which have successfully



implemented transitional justice programmes are those that have placed great
emphasis on reforming their institutions, through the reorganisation of the
security and judicial apparatus, the fight against administrative corruption, the
strengthening of judicial independence, the establishment of the principles of
good governance, as well as establishing legal safeguards to prevent the
recurrence of past violations. Conversely, the absence or weakness of
institutional reform often leads to the persistence of violence and social

division, and undermines confidence in the state’s legal and political system.
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