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Abstract

Learning a foreign language has become an indispensable necessity and
qualification for everybody by today’s standards. When starting to learn a new
language, receptive skills of language are normally the first ones to evolve in
order to supplement the learner with the knowledge he or she needs to develop
other linguistic skills. The fact that no one size fits all made nearly all teaching
methods show their advantages and disadvantages when used to teach certain
contents due to the diversity of learning problems. The present research aims at
investigating the effect of metacognitive strategies on EFL students’ reading
comprehension achievement as well as promoting their higher thinking skills.
Two null hypotheses were formulated to address the research problem assuming
no significant differences in reading comprehension achievement with regard to
the difference in teaching methods. The research population was the second
year students enrolled at the College of Basic Education, University of Mosul,
out of which the sample was selected randomly. Quasi-experimental design was
used to conduct the experiment. Five lessons were given to all groups; the
experimental group was taught via metacognitive strategies, in accordance with
Flavell (1979), and Schraw (1998) models. Contrarily the control group was
taught in accordance with the currently used methods in teaching reading
comprehension. The results indicated the effectiveness of metacognitive
strategies as a teaching method for reading comprehension: Firstly, there was a
statistically significant difference between the pretest and posttest for the
individuals of experimental group, in favor of the posttest. Secondly, there was
a statistically significant difference between the experimental group and control
group with respect to the posttest, in favor of the experimental group. The
results also indicated that the subjects of experimental group were still
cognitively aware of their metacognitive strategies when they had been

subjected to a questionnaire three months after the end of experiment.
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