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Abstract

Legislative language is a specialized one and must be precise, clear, and
comprehensive. It is famous for its odd and unique meanings. Because of the
oddness of these meanings, this kind of language 1s difficult to understand by
laymen , even by educated people . The present study provides a quantitative
and qualitative analysis of the pragmatic features of Arabic legislative

language as represented by the Iraqi constitution (2005) .

The present study aims at identifying the different pragmatic aspects in
the Iraqi Constitution (2005), it investigates the different kinds of deixis and
reference and how they are used, discovers the types of speech acts, and
demonstrates the kinds of implicature and presupposition and their roles in the
constitutional issues.

To achieve these aims, the study hypothesizes that, in the Iraqi
Constitution (2005), deixes are highly employed. Reference, with its different
types, is widely used to refer to persons and entities. Speech acts are used to
guarantee rights, prohibit illegal actions, and promise a good life.

Presupposition and implicature are rather used in a limited manner.

The analysis of data 1s based on an eclectic model according to Yule
(1996), Halliday and Hassan (1976), Levinson (1983) , Grice(1975), and
Searle's classification of speech acts (1979). It is found that person dixies are
the most common among other types of deixis, especially the third person
deixis. Reference by person pronouns is the most frequent one among the other
types of reference. Commissive speech acts are the most frequent among other
types of speech acts . Existential and lexical presupposition are the only two

types of presupposition used in the Iraqi Constitution (2005) and scalar
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