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Abstract

Incompatibility is a type of sense relation that is mercurial in nature, since it
sometimes overlaps with other near, but different sense relations. It is widely found
in languages, and Arabic language is no exception. This study aims at investigating
incompatibility in Arabic, more specifically focusing on the use of incompatibility
in the Arabic lexicon of Lisan Al-"Arab by Ibn Manzur. In his lexicon, Ibn Manzur
gathered a highly considerable number of Arabic words and defined many of them
by referring to the incompatible words within the same field and showing the
differences between them. However, the analysis of this study organises the words
according to various semantic fields such as clothes, animals, human body, the
Glorious Quran, etc. To achieve the aim of the present study, some hypotheses are
proposed, the most important of which are: Firstly, ancient Arab linguists were
several centuries ahead of Westerners concerning the use of incompatibility in
their linguistic works. Secondly, incompatibility is a discrete concept that has a
distinct scope from other sense relations like antonymy and opposition without
overlapping. Lyons' (1977, Vol.1) approach to incompatibility is adopted as the
model of the analysis phase. The qualitative method is used with a descriptive-
analytical research design. The most crucial findings include Ibn Manzur's work
predates the modern theory of incompatibility by centuries. It sheds light on the
familiarity of Arab linguists with the sense relation of incompatibility between
lexical items in diverse fields, including animals, human body, and Qura'nic
expressions. Another finding is that incompatibility is observed in both physical
and abstract semantic fields. However, the identification of this relation is more
difficult in abstract fields compared to the physical ones. In addition, the study
finds that incompatibility is a lexical relation between the senses rather than forms
of lexemes. Furthermore, the study finds out that the overlapping that exists

between the sense relation of incompatibility and the other sense relations, such as



hyponymy, antonymy, and opposition, can be avoided depending on Lyon’s
approach to incompatibility. Besides, Ibn Manzur employed specific techniques
and language cues to indicate incompatibility and avoid its overlapping with the
other terminologies just mentioned above. Finally, the study ends with a number of
recommendations and suggestions that are provided based on the findings

obtained.
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