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Abstract

Abstract:

Islamic history, particularly the Abbasid era, cannot be read
in isolation from the invisible roles played by some female figures
in the process of power. Women in early Islamic society were not
always subordinate or hidden. Rather, we find within the sources
evidence of women who controlled the course of politics or had an

influence in guiding major decisions.

Among these figures stands out Al-Khayzuran bint Ata', who
represented a unique case in Islamic history. She rose from a
humble social position as a slave of Yemeni origin to become the
lady of the Abbasid palace and the wife of Caliph Al-Mahdi, then
the "Mother of the Caliphs," exercising her authority over her two
sons, the Caliphs Musa al-Hadi and Harun al-Rashid. This journey
represents an exceptional transition from slavery to rule, and from

the shadows to the center of decision-making.

Al-Khayzuran's influence was linked to a critical phase in the
history of the Abbasid state, as the reign of al-Mahdi and its
aftermath witnessed political, military, and cultural conflicts that
made the palace a center of struggle for legitimacy and influence.
Al-Khayzuran was not merely a witness to these events; she was

an active participant in them, often shaping their course.

Al-Khayzuran's personality also warrants research due to its
multiple dimensions: not only was she active in politics, but her
presence extended to cultural, scientific, and religious patronage.
Her name was associated with supporting scholars and jurists,
establishing charitable institutions, and striving to consolidate the

state's status through diplomatic and social means.




Abstract

Perhaps what adds even greater value to the study of this
figure is the contradiction she represents: originally a slave girl,
she later became a symbol of power and dominance within the
caliphate. This contradiction raises important questions about the
social and political structure of the Abbasid state and makes the
study of Al-Khayzuran a gateway to a deeper understanding of the
relationships between power and individuals, regardless of gender,

in early Islam.
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