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Abstract

The importance of the study ( The Economic Life in Mosul and the
Euphrates Island through some the Syriac Historical Sources '2nd-
7th A.H. / 8th-13™ A.D.") comes from the fact that it gives a clear vision
for the economic activities in Mosul and the Euphrates island, thus
trying to clarify what economic activities are contained in the sources
from different aspects, whether they are agricultural or industrial or
commercial in addition to the wealth of the region and the animal and
mineral wealth and so on.

As for the reason if choosing this subject is the lack of studies
addressing the aspects of life and economy in Mosul and the island of
Euphrates from the viewpoint of the Syriac historians who participated
effectively in recording the eastern Islamic history because they
represented an integral part of the fabric of the population. This region
has its specificity of civilization from the points of view of language and
religion. Their recordings shed light on the economic history of the
region a point of view which is different from what other Muslims
historians recorded . Therefore , it is one of the first studies that supply
the historical Arab library with such a kind of historical studies.

The first chapter ( the Agricultural activity in Mosul and the
Euphrates Island ) discusses the border and the geographical location of
Mosul and the island of Euphrates so as to prove its geographical orders,
cities and regions , considering it as a complete economic unit. It is also
addresses the most important natural factors affecting agriculture such as
the direct factors like climate and soil as well as water sources for
irrigation projects , which the reliable agricultural activity as rain, rivers
and dams built and water springs scattered in area , and grains like
(wheat, barley, rice ,sesame and maize ) and cotton, linen , and fruit trees,
vegetables , palms and other trees , moreover the diversity of the
livestock diversity .The chapter also discussed the natural disasters and
their impact on the agricultural activity.

The second chapter examines the industrial activity in relation to
the industry of the agricultural industries like textiles, clothing and food
industries, timber industry, which diversified its industry as a diversity of
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trees they produce, as well as makers of products of animal milk and its
derivatives and textile industry from wool, silk, as well as metals like
copper, iron industries, the extraction of the asphalt from the oil and the
sulfur from the sulfuric springs.

While Chapter three is devoted to the commercial and financial
organizations in brief , from trade routes and its two types ,the river and
the overland and their role in stimulating the trade movement. Mention
should be made of the interior trade and its need of the markets, jobs and
services. Scales and their weights should be mentioned . The prices of
the goods are included and the political or the natural factors that affect
them. The second type of trading is the exterior one which was based on,
as the Syriac sources mentioned, the aims and strategies of the high
authority of the Arabic Islamic Nation.

This study depended on a number of Christian Syriac sources,
including the history of Alzouknini and the date of chronicity and the
history of the great St.Michael. The study has reached to a number of
results. Among them is that most prominent sources of the Christian
Syriac sources give an important and rare information for the activities of
the economic life in Mosul and the Euphrates island before mentioning
them in the sources of Islamic Resources , especially in the agricultural
and commercial activity , as the geographical location of Mosul and the
Euphrates island has a  distinctive role in the economic life of the
region to make it the focus of the concerns of historians in their writings
on the economic activities . The availability of soil suitable for
agriculture, the moderate climate and water abundant in the land of
Mosul and the island Euphrates in the agriculture had its effect on
agriculture , which provided wide pastures that was the cause of raising a
number of animals including sheep, goats, cows, poultry and other
animals and resulted in disasters and crises . Mosul and the Euphrates
island suffered from monopoly of goods and commodities in times of
occurrence of these crises and disasters , thereby exacerbating these crises
in a time of the occurrence of famines, and rising in prices, the diversity
of human sufferings , which in turn reflected on the diversity of the raw
materials in Mosul and the Euphrates island .
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